Congress of the United States
Waghington, BL 20515

Junuary 23. 20006

The Honorable Georpe W. Bush
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania. Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

We are wriling 10 express our serious concerns about the distribution formula used to
allocite the $100 million in recently released emergency Low Tncome Home Energy Assistance
Program (I.THEAP) funds. Needless to say, the emergency LIHEAP tunding was designed to
deal with emergency situations - whether it is a dramatic price spike in home heating 0il in the
Northeast during the winter, or a major heat wavce in the South during the summer.

Clearly, the emergency at this time is the [act that cold weather states urc secing a huge
spike in home heating oil prices, which will put cnormous financial pressure on millions of senior
citizens and lower income people. Estimates are that the average residential user of heating oil is
paying 23 percent more to heat their home than just a year ago. That means that just to keep pace
with home heating oil inflation, cold weather states arc going to need a 23 percent increase in
allocation. Tn addition, the price of natural gas in some cold weather states has skyrocketed by
over 180 percent during the past four years. Within that context, it makes no scise to distribute
limited emergency LIHEAP funding during a home healing crisis to warmer weather states at the
expense of states that are sulfering through a real winter emergency. Further, we ure writing to
urge you to release the remaining $101 million in emergency LIHEAP (unding as soon as
possible and with a senyible tormula that targets the xegions of the United Stutes that are most in
need.

In addition, we strongly urge you to reccommend that Congress at Icast double the funding
for LIHEAP as soou as it goes back into session. We are more than aware that people in virtually
every state of the country are seeing significant increases in their beating needs. This is a national
crisis that demands a significant increase in funding.

We are fortunate (o live in the richest country on carth. We must do everything possible
to make sure that no-one gocs cold this winter and that no fumily or senior citizen has to make the

unuceeplable choice between heating their homes or putting food on the table.

We look forward to hearing [rom you as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Bemard Sanders Sherwood Boehlert
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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